
 

Essay Prompts on Illusion vs. Reality

Explore how the theme of illusion vs. reality is used to reveal a character’s inner 
conflict. 

 Choose a literary work in which a character must confront the difference between  
 how they perceive the world and how it truly is. 

Discuss how the contrast between illusion and reality serves to critique society.   
 Use a work of literature where characters or settings reflect societal delusions or   
 false ideals. 

How do authors use symbols and motifs to explore the tension between illusion and 
reality? 

 Select a novel, play, or short story that uses recurring images or ideas to expose   
 this theme. 


