
 

Essay Prompts on Mystery

The Role of Uncertainty in Narrative Tension 
 Analyze how an author uses mystery and uncertainty to build suspense in a  
 literary work. 

Mystery as a Tool for Exploring Human Psychology 
 Discuss how mystery is used to delve into the psychological complexity of   
 characters. How does the presence of a mystery reflect or challenge the   
 protagonist’s perception of reality? 

Setting as a Catalyst for Mystery 
 Examine how the setting contributes to the sense of mystery. How do time,  
 place, and atmosphere influence the reader’s understanding of the plot or   
 characters? 

Mystery and Moral Ambiguity 
 Explore how a mystery reveals the moral ambiguities of characters. How   
 does the unraveling of a mystery complicate traditional notions of good and  
 evil? 


