
 

Essay Prompts on Search for Identity

How do characters in literature struggle with or discover their identity in the 
face of societal expectations or cultural pressures? 

In what ways does the journey of self-discovery shape the protagonist’s 
actions and decisions in a literary work? 

Discuss how heritage and ancestry influence a character’s identity in a work 
of literature. 

Explore the relationship between personal identity and external labels or 
roles imposed by others in a novel. 

How does the setting (time period, place, culture) affect a character’s search 
for identity?


