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Essay Prompts on Moral Corruption

The Downfall of the Individual:

Analyze how moral corruption leads to the downfall of a central

character in a literary work of your choice. Discuss the internal and external
factors that contribute to their moral decline and the consequences for
themselves and those around them.

2. Corruption and Society:

Explore the ways in which literature portrays the spread of moral corruption
within a society or institution. How do individual acts of corruption reflect or
exacerbate broader societal decay?

3. Materialism vs. Spiritual Values:

Discuss how the pursuit of material gain or power leads to the erosion
of ethical values in a literary text. Consider how this tension between
materialism and spiritual or moral ideals is depicted.

4. Corruption as a Mechanism of Power:

Examine how authors use the theme of moral corruption to critique the abuse
of power by individuals or institutions. Consider the impact of such corruption
on justice, trust, and the stability of society.

5. The Role of Conscience and Redemption:

Consider a character who experiences moral corruption but seeks
redemption. Analyze the role of conscience, guilt, and ethical awakening in
their journey, and how the author uses this arc to comment on the possibility
of moral recovery.

6. Corruption and the Loss of Civic Virtue:

Evaluate how the decline of civic virtue and the triumph of self-interest over
the public good are depicted as forms of moral corruption in literature.



