
 

Essay Prompts on Loss of Innocence

The Journey from Innocence to Experience 

	 Discuss how a literary character’s journey from innocence to experience reflects the 
	 moral or social development of the individual in the text. 

Society’s Role in Corrupting Innocence 

	 In many works, the loss of innocence comes not from nature but from human 	 	
	 society. Analyze how social structures, injustice, or hypocrisy contribute to the 	 	
	 corruption of innocence in one or more works. 

The Price of Knowledge 

	 Consider the idea that the loss of innocence is inseparable from the gaining of 	 	
	 knowledge. 

Childhood as a Lost Paradise 

Examine how a writer uses nostalgia or memory to portray innocence as an 	 	
	 idealized state that can never be regained. 


