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Essay Prompts on Envy

Character Study

Analyze how envy motivates the actions of a central character in a novel or play.

Envy and Social Hierarchies

Explore how envy reflects societal structures such as class, gender, or wealth. Does
envy serve as social commentary?

Envy and Morality

Examine how literature presents envy as a moral vice. How do authors warn
against or justify the destructive effects of envy?

Narrative Perspective

How does the narrator’s viewpoint influence the depiction of envy? Does first-
person narration make envy more intimate or more morally ambiguous?



