
 

Essay Prompts on Individualism

The Conflict Between Self and Society 

	 Discuss how a protagonist’s struggle for individual identity challenges or reinforces 	
	 societal norms in a literary work of your choice. 

Individualism as Rebellion 

	 Examine how a literary character’s assertion of individuality functions as an act of 	
	 rebellion against authority, tradition, or oppression. 

The Price of Individualism 

	 In many works, pursuing individuality comes at a personal cost. Analyze a text 	 	
	 where the pursuit of selfhood leads to isolation, alienation, or tragedy. 

Gender and Individualism 

Explore how female characters in literature express or are denied individual 	 	
	 autonomy compared to their male counterparts.


